Postsecondary Planning Timeline
for Students

12th Grade

First Quarter

Resources
o Glossary of Terms and Acronyms for College and Financial Aid

o FAFSA Checklist
o / Things You Need Before Filling_ Out the FAFSA Form

15 Myths We're Busting About the FAFSA Process
Codlition for College- Apply Coalition on Scoir

Action Steps

« Review your course schedule and course history to ensure all
courses needed for graduation, scholarships, and postsecondary
plans are completed.

« Create and maintain a postsecondary planning calendar with
important deadlines and events.

« Narrow down your list of "Following" schools on Scoir fo create a
balanced college list with safety, target, and reach schools
included. Update the "Preferences” section on Scoir to add or
compare colleges to finalize your list.

« Review the net price calculators for each college you are
interested in To assess actual financial affordability.

o Begin finalizing application plans for your balanced college list.
Add your college choices to the "Applying” tab in Scoir to keep
tfrack of requirements and deadlines required of each application
(Common App, Codalition through Scoir, institutional applications).

« Update the "My Profile” section on Scoir so that your resume is
accurate for feachers needing information for letters of
recommendation.

« Request letters of recommendation through the “Application
Documents” tabb on Scoir for the schools that require them.

« Gather documents and begin application submission (based on
deadlines) for college applications.

o Be sure to have your SAT/ACT scores sent to the colleges to which
you are applying IF they require test scores.

« Be aware of which schools require electronic transcripts (added
through the Applying/Applied tab of Scoir) or separate student-
submitted websites to input course and grade information. Most
public schools in Florida use the SSAR site for students to enter
their transcript information manually.

o Review Early Decision/Early Action options and deadlines for
schools that offer them. Choose the deadline that allows you to
submit the most competitive application possible.

o Be consistent in checking for scholarships and applying to
scholarships for which you qualify. Many institutional scholarships
have deadlines in early fall, even if their application deadlines
extend later,

o Attend M-DCPS’ College Month Virtual Workshop series in
October.

o Prepare and register for upcoming SAT/ACT exams, if needed.

« Clean up your social media accounts as admissions officers often
check your social media networking.

o Aftend "Financial Aid Info” night with your parent(s). FAFSA and
FFAA (used for Bright Futures) both open October 1st.

o Gather all important financial documents and file your FAFSA
application soon affer it opens on October 1st.

« Some schools require additional financial information (CSS
Profile). If required, gather documents, and submit CSS Profile by
deadline (usually specific to private schools).

« Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) after
October 1st for consideration for the Bright Futures Scholarship
and other State of Florida scholarship opportunities. (Even if you
are not yet eligible for these programs, you may complete the
application and work tfoward eligibility throughout senior year.)

« Seek out additional information about postsecondary transition
programs to assist sfudents with IEPs in finalizing their plans affer
graduation. Be sure to learn about disability support services
available at postsecondary institutions.

Advice for First Generation and Low Income Students

College Essay Resources

Florida Financial Aid Application

Resource Guide for Undocumented and Mixed Status Families

CollegeBoard: Early Decision & Early Action

Picking_Your College: Early Actions vs Early Decision

College Scorecard
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AFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
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https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://mappingyourfuture.org/services/glossary.cfm
https://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/94/pdfs/FAFSA%20Checklist%202022-2023.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/articles/things-you-need-for-fafsa/?_ga=2.185442346.2042263147.1657647512-459441355.1620238787
https://studentaid.gov/articles/fafsa-myths/?_ga=2.253774859.2042263147.1657647512-459441355.1620238787
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-intro
https://blog.collegeboard.org/advice-first-generation-and-low-income-college-students
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3727
https://professionals.collegeboard.org/guidance/applications/early
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/picking-your-college-early-action-vs-early-decision/
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/94/pdfs/Personal%20Satement%20-%20College%20Essays.pdf

Postsecondary Planning Timeline
for Students

12th Grade

Second Quarter

Resources
o College Admission Glossary

Action Steps

« Continue submitting college applications and required
components by December/January deadlines. (May include
personal statements, essays, reporting test scores, or reporting
franscript information.)

« Once you have completed the application process, move your
college from “Applying” to "Applied” in Scoir to monitor
decision updates.

« Complete your Florida Financial Aid Application (includes Bright
Futures) and FAFSA if you had a delay in completing during the
first quarter.

o Dedicate time fo searching for scholarships for which you may
qualify.

o Prepare and register for upcoming SAT/ACT exams, if you still
need to attain a particular score for admissions or scholarship
eligibility.

o Prepare thank you letters to teachers/counselors who
completed your letters of recommendation.

o Review your first quarter grades and make plans to maintain
healthy study habits and grades. First semester grades of senior
year are important, and some schools may request updated
grades as part of the admissions process. Do noft fall prey to
senioritis.

« Continually check your college portals/accounts (received after
application submission) to ensure all required materials were
received correctly.

o CollegeBoard- Find Your Scholarship Matches

« CAP Paying_for College Webpage
o After the FAFSA: What Happens Next?

o Undergraduate College Financing Plan Template
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http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/applying-to-college/how-to-apply/college-admission-glossary-learn-the-lingo
https://signup.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search/
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3725
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/2022-22-collfinanplantemplugrad.pdf

